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* HAPPY PEACE. LY 


| Publiſhed at the Deſire of i Hearers. 


By F. BEACKBURY. 


He rid the Devices of the Crafty, þ that their =_ 
Hands cannot perform their Enterpriſe. He taketh 
_ the Wiſe in their «on Craftineſs : And the Counſel of _ 
the froward is carried heaalong, 29% v. 12, 13. 
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<P8ALM xxxiii. 105 II, 12. 


e LORD biringetb the Counſel of the 3 
Hiaeatben to naught ; he maketh tbe 
Devices of the People of none E. 
th fer. The Counſel of the LORD 
fPandeth for ever; the Thoughts of 

| = hrs Heart unto all Generations. 
Bleſſed is the Nation whoſe GOD is 
the LORD, and the People whom be 
' hath choſen for bir own 1 nheri- | 


tanc E. 
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YHIS whats Palm ed us 
= oe» ſtrong and juſt Repreſentations 
of the Perfections of the Di- 
vine Nature; and, in the 
Words of my Text, the Pſal- 
miſt particularly repreſents his Notions of 
Gop's Government: How far He is Supreme 
above the Sons of Men, and rules among 
them, according to his own Pleaſure; and 
the happy- Conſequences of his being the 4 
N Governor, Yo- thoſe Nations, who 
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fear, love, and r N The 250 4 brings | 


eth the Counſel of the Heathen io naught ; i. e. 
 tho' the Heathens, who know not Gop, 


without his Direction, undertake-great and 


important Schemes; yet He is aboye them, 
and rules and controuls them, according to 
his own . Pleaſure; fo that when their Ap- 
pointments and Counſels are inconſiſtent with 
the Viezvs and Methods of his Government, 
He either renders them ineffectual to their : 
deſigned End, or makes them ſubſervient to 
very different Purpoſes. He alſo maketh the 
Devices of the People of none Effect. He is the 
King of Subjects, as well as of their Go- 
vernors; and, however they may buſy them- 
{elves to oppoſe and diſtreſs Government, to 


8. introduce Confuſion and Miſery, or to al- 


ter the Laws and Conſtitutions of their 
Country, He over-rules them in all their 
Frog ects: and, when their Deſigns are op- 

* to his, then his ſupreme Power throws 
an inſuperable Obſtacle in their Way; and 
He maketh their Devices of none Effect. As 
_ Gop thus performs his whole Pleaſure, both 
among the Princes and People of the Earth, 
ſo that their Counſel, Prudence and Deſigns 
are ineffectual, when oppoſed to his, it is 
very evident that bis Counſel muſt hand for 
ever, .and the Thoughts of bis Heart to all 


, Generations : And therefore, the Nations who, 


wave * the AED * their en who in- 


, deavour 


deavdur to ſerve | im, who love and 1 


Him, and deſire n all Things to pleaſe +. 


Hm, muſt be happy, for towards fe 5 He 


will exerciſe a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Fa- 


our: All his Views and Schemes for their 


Happineſs will, be put in Execution, and 


how much ſoever Enemies may oppoſe and 
attempt to make them miſerable, yet the 
Counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, and is De- 
ſigns have their full Effect. 


This is the Senſe of my Text: : And what” _ 
. I propoſe to ſay, in diſcourſing from it; ſhall EY 


be e under the . Heads. g 


. Men have a Pbber to plan out Mea- 
ſures of Action, and to purſue them, 


whether it be for maintaining or alter- 


ing their reſpective Situations. But not- 
withſtanding this, 


II. Gop, as the ſupreme Governor, has 
the Affairs and Situations of Men un- 
der his Diſpoſal; and, accordingly, ei- 
ther diſappoints, or crowns with Sue 


ceſs, their Views, as will beſt anſwer 


his own wiſe” Deſigns, And chere. 


fore, 


III. That Nation, or Peop le müll be | 


happy, who enjoy his N Favour, 


and Bleſſing; becauſe He will ſuffer 


nothing to befal them, which is not 
n theſe 1 hal ſpeak”! 
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in their Order; and conclude, by mak- 
ing ſuch Reflections, as the 
bd leads to. 


1. Men in general, 1. e. both Governors 
and Subjects, have a Power to plan out Mea- 
ſures of Action, and to purſue them ; whether 
it be for maintaining or altering their re- 
ſpective Situations. Or in other Words, both 
Sovernors and Subjects have Power, eicher | 
 _. jointly or ſeparately, to lay Plans and to pur- 
ſue them; whether it be for the Support or 119 
Fo Deſtruction of that particular Government, 
Which ſubſiſts among them. And the fame - 
Power muſt till be extended further, ſo as 
to give Nations a Liberty of contriving either 
one another's Welfare or Ruin. States may 1 
* | plot againſt States, and Governments againſt 
. Governments, and the mighty Ones of the 
| Earth may conſult each other's Deſtruction, ' 


i or promote each other's Proſperity, juſt as 
i! 425 | they are influenced by Ainbition or faite, N 
| Friendſhip or Enmity. Jr 


Ibis Prepoſition is: clearly contained in 
my Text, where mention is made of te _ 
i - Counſel of the Heathen ; and the Devices of 4 
te People, which plainly ſuppoſe a Power | 
of conſulting, of taking advice, of planing 
out Meaſures of Behaviour, and of purſue- 
ing them, where a ſuperior Power does not 
interpoſe to prevent them. That Men do 
7 poſſeſs ſuch A Power, needs. no other Proof 
= * 8 than 


/ 


F 3 koh. 


than 3 a view of the World will give. 
s. Both in antient and modern, in facred 
= prophane Hiſtory, we find Inſtances of 
Governors indeavouring to inſlave their People; 
and Subjects indeavouring to prevent, or 
throw off their Slavery; to ſecure or inlarge 
their Privileges. Sometimes we find Princes 
entering into Alliances, for their mutual De- 
fence, againſt ſome bold and powerful In- 
vader: And, at other Times, laying Plans 
to oppreſs the weak, and bring diſtant States 
and Kingdoms into Subjection to their own 
Power. Inſtances of this Kind have been 
very frequent in the World, as far, as Hiſtory 
will lead us, ever ſince the Diſperſion of the 
Nations, and the Diviſion of the Sons of 
Men, into Kingdoms, States and diſtinct 
Governments. This Prepoſition, . therefore, 
which my Text clearly ſuppoſes, is found 
to be true by the Teſtimony of Facts, Which 
cannot be denied, nor have their Truth cal- 


led in Queſtion: and which Facts] I would ' 


particularize, if JI were not perſwaded that 
every Man, who either reads ſacred or pro- 
oe Hiſtory, muſt immediately recolle& 
nſtances of every Particular which I have 
mentioned. I ſhall therefore take the Truth 
a te Prepoſition to be unqueſtioned, and 
on 
reſpect to the Nature and Proper: Exerciſes 
_ this LIONS, And 


eed to. make ſome Obſervations,” with . 
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5 1 
5 7 Ii is a Power extremely limited. In 
Proof of which we may take Notice, that 


the Caſe, it is no Wonder if Power, 


lutely inſufficient; and the whole Deſign, 
| after the utmoſt Care and Application, miſ- 


. XX tho never o vigorouſly exerted, prove abſo- 


greatly upon external Events: The wiſeſt 


| bl. om th that Human Capacities” can form, 


y be diſappointed, by ſome external Ac- 
. 0 which was far from being foreſeen; or 
provided againſt. Both general and particu- 


3 — 39 as well as thoſe of private Men, 


Fufrence or Oppoſition of foreign Events, 


it 4. that no certainty . can be had' of their Suc⸗ 


'F | "cſs, or even of the Conſequences which may 
IF attend them. —To theſe we ma 1. add, that 
5 in national, as well as private Yefiens, the 


78 Agreement or Diſigrcement of others, will 
* Þ im a great meaſure contribute to the Succeſs 
o. Diſappointment of particulat Views. Na- 
af bo + tions and Governments, as well as private Peo - 
15 1 | have, in ſome meaſure, a mutual De- 
ww. 33 — 


| the beſt Plans, which Men can lay, are im- 
=_ perfect; and very often badly calulated! to 
my 35 the deſigned End. And, where this 


1 Where the Scheme is imperſect, it 
_ will 91k have a T 1 to tuin itſelf; 
Wt my at beſt, will but impe aly anſwer the 
be | deſigned End. — Beſfides- "Mts" ; we depend 


ins; the Schemes of Nations and GO 


* =” far ſabj ect to the Influences of ASS 
4 EA and b ſo much upon the Con- 


pendance : And 3 joint e or Acc 
quieſcence in the fame Plan, or Meaſure. of 
Conduct, is often abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure 


| their mutual Happineſs. One Diſſent a 


the moſt ſalutary Scheme may render 


ineffectual; and where the BN 5 


among diſtinct Goverments is great, it is poſ- 


ſible that thoſe Plans of Self-Happineſs, 
Which are laid out with the greateſt Wiſdom, 


may, by the accidental or malevolent Inter- 
poſition of another, be made the Cauſe and 


Foundation of Unhappineſs; and inſtead of 


bringing à Bleſſing may bring a Curſe, or 


Miſery, in its Conſequences. 80 that ſup-. 


| poſing Human Wiſdom, as exerciſed by 
Governors, to be abſolutely perfect; yet, as 


there is a certain failure and deficiency of | 4 
Power, both from the unavoidable Inter- 
poſition of external Accidents, and from the 


Influence which the Conduct of others have 
1 bs our Schemes, it may, and probably will, 
en happen, that thoſe Plans, which are 


moſt exactly calculated for the Happ ineſs of + 

their particular Governments, will be difap- 

pointed: And yet they cannot juſtly be 
. blamed, or charged with ſacrificing the na- 


tional Intereſt; becauſe they may have laid the 


wiſelt Schemes, and done all in their Power 


to ſupport them and carry them into execution. 


And the Caſe will ſtill appear ſtronger, af, 
We take in that Deficiency of Wiſdom, as 


well as Power, to which every Man is ſubject⸗ 
Op B | 42=- - = 
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Bar i it, may be ſuppoſed, that, where a Gov- 


ernment _y really intend the Happineſs of 
its Subjects, — e contradiction or unfitneſs 
1 


a s * 


in the "eſtab d Plan may not only render 


the View of Happineſs abortive, but in its 


Conſequences. A ſome Degree of Mi- 
* 


From this View of the great imitedneſs EA 


of Human Power, and from the Deficiency 
of Human Wiſdom, it muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low — That the Rulers of the People ought 


not to be blamed for every Error in Govern- 
ment. Had they both perfect wiſdom and 
perfect Power; reſet Happineſs, and an in- 
variable Promotion of national Intereſt, might 
-juitly be expected: But it appears very 
hard to blame and cenſure imperfecrt Be- 
ings, for not acting as if they were per- 


fect; and as none but perfect Beings can be 


93 ſuppoſed always to act. — From this imper- 


fection of Human Nature it alſo follows, 
that the Government is wiſe, which takes ; 


to its Aflifttance prudent and able Counſellors : 


For many Men, all under the Influence of | 


. the ſame good principles, and all deſirous of 


rompting the fame great End, may be ſup- 
pales to 6 more rational Plans, and to ob- 
vate more Difficulties, than any particular 
_ "Fw can: do. Its certainly true, that in a 
"apa F Counſellirs there is 2 fety (a). 
We m_ obſerve OE} ; that this Power, 


a) Prov. xi. 4. : 
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which my | Text ſuppoſes, and which Reaſon | 
andObſervation ſo plainly prove, that Govern- 
ors. and Subjects, either jointly cr ſeparately, 
poſſeſs, ought in its exerciſes to be reſtrained 
and directed by the Rulesof Reaſon and Equity. 
i. e. Governors ſhould not exerciſe theit Power 
and Authority unjuſtly towards their Sub- 
jects; nor, ſhould Subjects refuſe to pay a juit 
Obedience and Regard to their. Governors. 
Government is an Inſtitution originally de- 
ſig ned for the Happineſs and well-being f 
5 5 World. Without it, Society could not 
ſubſiſt; but all would be 3 in a State of Ana. 
chy and Confuſion. If Government wass 
inted of GoD, it was certainly for ide 
Benefit of his reatures ; and the Power of 
Roulers and Subjects, in the original Inſtitu- 
tion, mult be ſo proportioned, as would beſt 
ſecure the Happineſs of the , Whole. — Or 
if Government took its riſe from the mutual 
Agreement of Men, who might find it ne- 
ceſſary to ſet ſome Perſon, or 3 at the 
Head of every Community, to preſide ig 
the Counſels to have the keeping and ey. 
ccution of their Laws; and in Caſes of At- 
tack, Sc. the Command and Direction of 
their Armies: If, 1 ſay, Communities were” 
led 10 appoint Governments. among gem 
ſelves, it is Evident that the Protection and £.- 
Benefit of the Community muſt be the Vie 
and End of. ſuch a Procedure : afid that the 
_ Governors: "were raiſed to ſuprerg Command 3 


s 


[ 72: ] 


and Rule, purely that they might manage n- 


lick Affair, with the greater general Advan- 


2 

* 4 pe 

ms ly 3 
A * 


tage. 


Whether, therefore, Governments 


were originally inſtituted of Gop; or whether 


they were the Inventions and, Appointment 


of Men, for the Security and Promotion of 


their Happineſs; it is very plain, that the 


Deſign of Government is in a great Mea- 
ſure fruſtrated, - when Kings and Princes 


either negle& the public Welfare, or indea- 


vour to inflave their People : as it is, on the 


5 #2 . 8 
eee 


other Hand, when Subjects refuſe to give a- 
proper Support to <quitable Rulers ; or with- 


draw their Allegiance from thoſe, who, in 


the exerciſes of their Government, indea- 


vour to ſupport and defend them: or when 
they riſe in Arms, or take any other violent 
Steps, to overthrow, dethrone, or diſtreſs 


their Governors; except ſuch Steps be ab- 


olutely neceſſary, for the Defence of their 
Liberty, or the Security of their invaded 


Rights: and that too in Caſes where the 


. Governors evidently abuſe the Power where- 
with they are intruſted, and attempt to make 
_ themſelves, not the Keepers of the public 
Safety Happineſs and Intereſts, but the Lords 


gr Tyrants of Mankind. = 
the Power of Kings and R 


are e to great Limitations from Human 
. lmperfe&tion.; and the exerciſes thereof are 
Kill furtheß limited, and confined ; fince they 


25 of 


, boght always. to be TIP within the Bounds 


AF 
: a 


8 13 * 


of Juſtice and Equity ; and whenever they g 


beyond theſe Bounds, there ariſes an abuſe of 5 
Power, which has a tendency to deſtroy Go- 


vernment; or which (at leaſt) will render it 


in ſome Menſure ineffectual, to the valuable 5 


Ends for which it was originally inſtituted. 

Such a Power, as I have above deſcribed, 
with its Imperfections and Limitations, every 
Government and Community have in them- 


ſelves : this Power they have a right to'exer- 


ciſe; and every Governor, with the Concur- 
rence of his Subjects, muſt be looked upon as 


ſupreme in all Matters of Government. But 
notwithſtanding this is certainly the Caſe, if 


we look no further than Men; yet, 


II. Gop as thẽ ſupreme Governor, has che . 


affairs and fituations of men, and of nations 


and kingdoms, under his diſpoſal; and, ac 
cordlingly, either diſappoints their views ant 


deſigns, or crowns them with ſacceſs, as he 


ſees proper, and as will beſt anſwer his own 
vwiſe and juſt deſigns. The LoRD bringeth the - 
Counſel of the Heathen to naught; He maketh 
the devices of the people of none effeft : The Coun- + 
fel of the Lox p. ftandeth for ever; The thoughts 


of his Heart to all generations. Theſe ws 


are expreſs in proof of the prepoſition; And 
fo are.many other paſſages of Scripture, which 
inform us that He is à great Gop, Anda great 
King above all gods, (b) or princes kings And ru- - 
lers of the word. That He bas e bs ©. jj 
| | TE IE 
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' Throne'in: Heaven, and his Kingdom ruletb over 
all; (e) for He is high above all nations, (d) 
aud He doth according to bis Will in the ar- 
my of Heaven, and among the inhabitants of the - 
Earth. (e) And He will always be the great 
and mighty Gop, the Lord of hoſts, and the F 


Gop of all fleſh, (f) becauſe his Kingdom is an 
everlaſting Kingdom, and bis Dominion from 
Generation to Generation; (g) And there is no 
iſdom, nor Counſel, nor Underſtanding againſt 
Him: (h) Thus, te Mosr Hd ruletb in 
tbe kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom- 

' ſoever, Hepleaſeth : (i) And, therefore, it may 
he juſtly ſaid, that by Him, kings reign. (k) 
Thus, if we will give credit to the Evi- 
dence of Scripture, we muſt acknowledge, 
that the Kingdom is the Lok D's, and He is be 
Governor among the nations. (I) It is in perfect 

conformity to this Prerogative, this ſupreme . 

Rule, that He thus ſpeaks ; (m) againſt atlthe 


= gods, or princes, of Egypt, I will execute 
Janet: And again, (n) I have made the , 
i! FDarib—aud have givenit unto whom it ſeemeth 
meet unto Me, and now have ] given all theſes 
| j and into the Hand of Nehuchadnezzar.—and 
2 gain, c) to the Prince of Tyre,” Thus ſaith. 

WH zeLorp Gon, becauſe thy Heart is lifted up, 


e Ps: ciii. 19. (d) Ps: exiii. 4. le) Daniel iv. 35. 
(f) Jerem : xxxii. 18. 27. (g) Daniel iv z. 


"A -(h) Proverbs ri. 30. (i) Daniel w 7 1 5 
"> 4 Frombs vii 75. (1) Palms Mu. 8. 
tm) Exodus xii. 12. (n) Jerem. ä 

* &. 1 
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and thou haſt ypid, 7 un be PE I fit in W 
ſeat of God: "Therefore, thus ſaith the Lond Þþ 
_ 'Gop' Twill bring Strangers upon thee, and they 
ball bring thee down to the Pit, and thou ſhall * 
die the Death of them that are flaini in the mdf 
the Seas, and thou ſhall be a' Man and nb „ 
God in tbe Hand of Him that flayeth thee. 4 
Many other Proofs of God's ſupremacy in the 7 
Goverment af the World might be Produced: 
but theſe are ſufficient. 
If it be inquired, © why Gop ſhould re- 
_. *. tain the ſupreme Rule, ſince He has either 
appointed or permitted Governments a- 
_ *© mong the Sons of Men? The Anſwer is 
obvious. For, as the Creator, He muſt of 
neceſſitv be Governor of the World; and all 
other Powers that be, whether in Heaven or 
Earth, muſt be in ſubordination to Him, for 
. alone i is Almighty. And tho' there be Go- 
vernments ſubſiſting among Men; yet as all 
human Governors are not only imperfe&, but 
there are many wicked Kings and Princes, 
who would delight to oppreſs and inſlave the 
World; and, of conſequence, if left to them 
_ ſelves, would introduce great Confuſion, Mi- 
ſery and Ruin; it becomes Him, who has u 
tender Regard for the happineſs of his Crea- 
rs, to keep ſupreme Rule and Government : 
- his own hands; that he may curb and re- 
ſtrain the wicked in their Purſuits, and bring 
to ruin bs ns Weng of the . : 
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| revengeful, and ambitious; and ſo preſerve the 
nn in order. + 
If it be further inquired, < In what man- 
ner Gp exerciſes his Government among 
« the Sons of Men?” The Anſwer is; That, 
_ tho in ſome particular Circumſtances, in Or- 
der to a more full and viſible diſplay of his 
Power, his Providence may immediately in- 
terpoſe, without the viſible uſe of ſecond 
Cauſes, as in the Caſe of delivering Iſrael out 
of Egypt; ;---and I may add of bringing the pre- 
ſent royal Family to the Britiſh Throne, at a 
Time when the Enemies of our Religion and 
Liberty, had all Circumſtances favouring their 
Deſigns, and concurring with their unrighteous 
Plans. Tho' I fay, Gop thus upon particu- 
lar Occaſions, may interpoſe, in a more viſi- 
ble manner, f0 bring the Counęl of the Heathen 
to naught, and make the Devices of the People 
F none ect; yet, in general, He works by 
ſecond Cauſes, and makes the Counſels and 
Devices of Men ſubſervient to Hg own wiſe 
and righteous Deſigns. Whatever of evil or 
wickedneſs Men may intend, He can, and of- 
ten does, turn their Schemes to the promo- 
tion of the general good, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of that very Intereſt which they were in- 
_ tended to deſtroy.---Thus the Perſecutions, 
which the Rulers of the Jewiſh Nation raiſed 
_ againſt the Diſciples of Chriſt, in order to put 
a ſtop to Chriſtianity, and make the Name 
— 1 of Chriſt forgot i in the World 


Were | 


- 


Jane: 


1, were the very means which cauſed it to be 


reached in Samaria, and other Places, E 


diſtance from Fudea : (p) and: ſo, in dire ” 


Contradiction to their Deſigns, they were 
made one great cauſe of the ſpreading and eſta- 
bliſhing Chriſtianity | in the World. And. thus, 
to inſtance in our oπ¼ͤn Nation, the very ſteps 
which King James the Second took to root out 


Proteſtantiſin and Liberty, and to introduce 


A 


Popery and arbitrary Power, were the very 
+ Means, which. Gop made uſe of, to bring a 


| proteſtant King upon the Throne; and to eſta- 


bliſh firmly, both our Religion and Liberty, 
Sometimes in working by ſecond Cauſes, He 
does not deſtroy or defeat the Plans and De- 
ſigns of Men; but ſuffers Them to take effect; 


and renders Rn ſubſervient to his own. 


Views, by Extending the Conſequences much 
farther than thoſe, who formed the Plan, eis 


% 


ther deſigned or Seine {Thus Henry be 


Eighth was influenced. by reſentment to at- 
- tempt freeing this Nation from ſlavery to Rome, 
and throwing off the Pope's ſupremacy, and 
was ſucceſsſul: but his Attempts were more 


extenlive in their Conſequences thar He deſir- 


ed; and through the Providence of God, be- 
came effectual to a Reformation from Popery, 
br freeing us from that blindneſs, ignorance, 


and bigotry, which the Religion of Rome al. 


ways carries along with. it a Fo 
which He not only did not defire, but a Con- 


ſequence which He was extremely averſe 4 
© to 


5 


ip) Acts vi 


3 : xo and the . of the A and * 
| of 


seh , 


' for He oppoſed the Reformation, * perſe- 
cuted the Reformed even unto Death. | 


"Theſe are Inſtances, in which the Hand 


and Government of Gon viſibly 1 5 5 
and more Inſtances need not be produced. 
Only we may obſerve in general, that, where 


the Beſigns and Plans of Men are ſuch as will 
correſpond with his, as they very often are, 


there is no Occaſion for the Exerciſe of his 


Power: his permitting them to proſecute 
their own Views and bring their Deſigns to 


bear, is anſwering the very fame End as if 
He himſelf interpoſed ; and ſuch a Permi- 


ſion, in this Caſe, muſt be looked upon, as 
a Part of his Government, as much as if 
had actually interpoſed. There is en 


for divine Interpoſition, only when the In- 


tentions of Men are diſconformed to the In- 
tentions of the ſupreme Governor; and if 


not over-ruled, would diſconcert his wiſe 1 


Plans. 


Thus I have fin: by the Evidince of 


Scripture, and the, concurring Evidence of 
Facts, that Gop, as the ſupreme Governor, 


has the Affairs and Situations of Men, Na- 


tions, and Kingdoms in his Diſpoſal: and 


| Accordingly either diſappoints their Views and 
Deſigns, or crowns them with Succeſs, as 
will 'beſt anſwer his own Righteous Inten- 


tions. And I may add, He makes the Pow- 


4 


1 . 
of the World. to be either ur Mae 
of Happineſs or Miſery to a Nation, accord-' . < 
ing as they deſerve Rewards or Puniſhments | 
at his Hands. For, as Gop is King of the 
Earth, He muſt be equally concerned to 
_ puniſh a Guilty People, as to reward the _ 
Righteous : 4A the Wrath, Hatred, and 
Ambition of Kings, are frec _ ly the Means, | N 
whereby his Judgments are declared; the _ «+ l 
Chaſtiſements, which He uſes for Reform- : 
ation; or the Inſtruments of his Vengeance, 
for national Deſtruction. No Perſon can 
read the national Threatnings and Denuncia- 
tions of Gop's Vengeance, contained in 2 Z 
Prophets, but "muſt ſee that this is true.“ I 
therefore refer the Proof of this to yeur own 
Obſervation ; and proceed to ſhew, 50h 
III. That the Nation or People muft be 7 
happy, who enjoy the peculiar Favour and 
Bleffing of Gop ; becauſe He will ſuffer no- 
thing to befall them, which is not adyan- 
| |  vantageous: Bleſſed is the Nation, whoſe Gop 
, it the Loxp; and the People, whom He bas 
choſen for his Inberitance. This Prepofition 
naturally reſults from the foregoing: 'for 
Sor is a Being of great Juſtice and great 
Goodneſs; and as He is alſo the Governor 
of the Nations of the Earth, He muſt give 
5 * pineſs to thoſe Who enjoy his Favour, 
„ order his Govegnment in ſuch a Manner 
3 ; will, upon a complete and perfect View of 
Circumſtances, be moſt for. their Advantage. 
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upon this Foundation, He muſt beſtow. Hap- 


nor god. "Indeed, with fegard to particular 


with reſpect to externals ; ; becauſe there is a 
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| preſent Life. But the Caſe of Nations and 
= Kingdoms | is different : that Society which 


 equſnels ; becauſe Sin, in all its Appearanccs, 7 
is odious to him. And, where He fax ours, 


' Perſons, the : Righteous Man may. be more 
miſerable in Life than the wicked, I mean' 


future State, which is properly the State of 
Retribution, wherein good Men ſhall be ful- 
ly recompenſed for all the Afflictions of the 


pineſs; otherwiſe He would neither be juſt . 


pforms the Body Politic, and that Relation 


which at preſent ſubſiſts among its conſtituent 


Members, will be. diffolyed ; and the long- 
eſi continuence of ſuch a Body muſt be con- 
fined within therLingits of the World, in its 
- preſent State. There is no future State for 
the Reward of a Fious, or the Punichment 


ments muſt be beſtowed in this World; and, 
in conformity to divine Juſtice, muſt bear a 


| haracter, whether it be good or whether it 
be evil: 2. e. a good Nation muſt meet with 


favourable acts of Governm-ot, and ſuch as 


Jo to their general and prevailing 


of a wicked Nation, confidered as a Body 
I Politic ; and therefore Rewards and Puniſh- 


really tend to its Happineſs ; ; and the Wicked | 


3 {uch * as tend to make #4 


miſerable 


© + D:ſtrution, Well, therefore, - may it be 


\ © 


8 Ki 21 q ; 
10 able, either for their Cofrection . 
Reformation, or for their Puniſhment: and 0 


ſaid that thoſe People are happy who. enjoy 
the Favour of Gop. The thing ſpeaks itſelf 
and no Perſon can refle& - upon the Preps | 
ſition, but muſt immediately ſee it true. 
There is only one - Difficulty which de- 9 
, ſerves to be taken Notice of, and that is, 
de If thoſe, who, becauſe: of their ſuperior _ 
* Righteouſneſs, are moſt favoured of Go, 
© mult injoy the happieſt Effects of his govern- 
6e ing Power; then may we not conclude, that 
e thoſe who meet -with Succeſs in Wear, or 
make large Acquiſitions of Dominion, or 
e who are moſt proſperous ſin commercial Af- 
« fairs, are the moſt favoured of Gop ; and 
1 conſequently poſſeſs the higheſt Degrees of 
* Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs ? I anſwer, 
By no means) Succeſs in War, or an Ac: 
quiſition of Dominion, or Proſperity i in com- 
mercial Affairs are not the Thinge, which 
make a Nation happy. The true Happineſs 
of every Nation conſiſts in theſe Things, 
viz, Fhat they be ſecure from the Attempts 
of powerful Neighbours; that they have 
àood and ſalutary Laws; and Juſtice regular- 
ly executed, among themſelves; that their 
Rights be ſupported; their Liberties deſended 
and ſecured; and that a general Confidence 
and Equity be found among them. As far 
a Succeſs in War, or Comperer, ſerve to 
or” gs 
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Ambition > which, 


on the other Hand, 


can form no certain Judgme 


be affured of from my 


0 


4 


eee theſe Ends, they are real Bleſſings, 


tend to their Happiness: : but where they 
do not ſerve theſe Ends, we ought to be very 
cautious how we look upon them as Bleffings. 
For it is (at leaſt) equally probable, that 
they may, in the End, be a Diſadvantage. 
We fee that facceſsful Commerce brings 
Riches ; that great Riches lead to Idleneſs and* 
Corruption ; and theſe to Slavery and Op- 
: and that Succeſs in War leads to 
in the Proſecution, often 
impoveriſhes and ruins a Nation ; or per- 
haps is carried on, to ſuch an encreafe of 
Dominion, that at laſt the Empire ſinks, as 
it were oppreſs'd by its own Weight. While, 
Obſervation will convince 
us, that loſs of Vi 
ceſs, have often been the Means of ſecuring 


: thoſe Liberties, and that Happinefs, which 
Succeſs would have put to the Hazard, if 


not intirely ruined, —— The Truth is, we 
nt in the Affair. 
For, after all our boaſted P Penetration, we 
are very ſhott- ſigted Creatures, and cannot 
penetrate into Futurity; nor ſee What khe 


diſtant Conſequences of Events may be; and, 
therefore, cannot pronounce upon the Virus 


of any Nation, or the Degree of divine Fa- 


- your which it enjoys, either from its general 


Succeſs, .or want thereof, Only this we may 


Text, that, if we 
are — we ſhall enjoy the divine Fa- 
vour 


ory, and want of Suc- 


o_ 


185 C4 


vour ; and, if our ſupreme anon favour 
us, we muſt be happy: - And we: ſhould 


be contented to be 'made happy, in that Way 
. which he ſces beſt for us; eben tho! it ſhould 
not ſuit thoſe I which we had formed 


for ourſelves. 
«WY | 4 F 


= | ſhall anode this. Diſcourſe with the 
| Moni Reflections. 


1. Since the Governors a Ge | 
of the 'World are impertect :. fince neither 


of Human Nature, which, at 


their Wiſdom nor their Power ED thoſe 
to many Imperfe&tions ; and finte the Suc- 


| ceſs of the beſt and moſt beneficial Schemes 


depends in a very eminent Degree, upon the 


Concurrence of external Events, and even 
upon other Men: we ought to be extreme- | 


ly careful, how we indeayour to caſt Blame 
and bring Reproach upon our Governors. It 
is unjuſt to expect ſuch a Conduct, and ſuch 
Succeſs, from them; as if They were perfect 


both in Wiſdom and Power, and abſolute- 


ly independant: and it is a great Hardſhip 


that they muſt be ſubject to Cenſure and 


Calumny for thoſe — from which 


„the Human Natute cannot be exempted ; © 
and treated with that Malevolence and thoſe 
ſatyrical Reflections, which can be juſtly” 


uſed, only in Caſes, where Power and Wi: 
dom a are wilfully and. defignedly abuſed. 1 


is liable. _ 


. Fl j 
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mention 


| they purſue. . 
this, certainly do not remember that Di- 
(q) Thou 


Þ "I I . 


n this Particular 1 of the Abuſe 


which the Miniſters of State; and through 
them, the Government of the Nation, are 


conſtantly treated with; whatever Meaſures 
The Men, who are guilty of 


rection of the ſacred Scriptures, 
ſhall not revile the Gods, (or Magiſtrates) nor 
Curſe the Ruler of thy People (r) Curſe not 


| the- King, no not in thy Thoughts. - 
2. Since the Government of Nations is in 
the Hands of Rulers, and they have a Right 
to govern (whether it be primarily founded in 
the Ordination of God, or in private Agree- 


ment among Men) we certainly ought to be 
grateful unto them for every Attempt, which 
they may make, to ſecure or promote, 
our Happineſs. Whether the Attempt ſuc- 


ceeds or not; yet, if we have Reaſon to be- 


lieve that they deſigned our Intereſt, and ſin- 


cerely ſought our Happineſs; and uſed thoſe 
Meaſures, which ſeemed moſt prudent. to 
them, to ſecure the deſigned End, our Grati- 
tude ſhould be expreſſed in as ſtrong and ef- 


fectual a Manner, as if they cquld have 
commanded Succeſs. All Acts of Kindnefs 
deſerves returns of Gratitude: and all Inten- 
tions of Kindneſs, where ſincere Indeavours 
are uſed to Fd. them into act, deſerve the 
ſame Retur 
Neighbour to Neighbour: and 1 it is 


(q) Exod. ** (r) Ecel. x. 20. 


/ 


This is what is due from | 


_—_ - 


2 


> 


equally due to our Prince, whs (viewed: in. 
the moſt favourable light) is the Servant of 


the Nation; and is exalted to the higheſt 


Truſt, only that he may bear the Weight and 
Fatigue of National Cares, and be the ſteady 
Bulwark of our Religion and Liberfies, and 
the Defender of our Rights, againſt 
or concealed Deſign. If therefore our Syvereign 
has, by the Advice of his Miniſters, and in- 
deed: in concurrence with the general Senſe 
and Wiſhes of the Nation, reſtored to us the 
Bleflings of Peace; let us bear upon our 
Minds a molt grateful Senſe of his watchful- 
neſs for our Welfare; and be ready to expreſs 


| it upon every proper Occaſion : and thereby 


let us endeayour to expreſs a juſt Value for 
Him, who is in Fact, the Defender of our 
Faith, and the careful Guardian of our Li- 
berties. And, principally, let us ſhew this Gra- 
titude, by complying with the Royal Advice, 
to cultivate the Arts of. Peace, and make a good 
e and Improvement of the Bleſings which it 
' brings, that ſo they may be continued to us. 
23. While we are, careful to pay proper 
 . Gratitude to our Earthly Sovereign, let us not 
forget the King of Kings, ; for He has the 
Government of the whole World in his 
Hands, and executes all his Deſigns among the 
Kingdoms-of the Earth; and may, therefore, 
de looked upon, as the Author and giver of 
all our National Happineſs, and of every 
TRE which we * as a A Let us 
"WY RN not, 


ery open 9 


4 1 hd 


8 ** "py 
en 


= 
>: 3 
ee 


when the Flame of War was kindled up in 


* 9 


6 I ro et a, 7 a 
e , 


* 


1 26 * 
not, then, unc 0 of en! FOR let our 
Hearts be full of Gratitude, whilſt our Lips 
ſpeak his Praiſe. For both the warmeſt Sen- 
timents of Gratitude, and Expreſſions of 
Thanks are due to Him who bas fo highly 
favoured Us, as a People, for many Ages. 
He, when Nations 'roſe againſt Us, and te ” 
mighty Princes of the Earth leagued Them- 
ſelves together for our Deſtruction, interpoſed 
his Almighty Arm for our Deliverance : and 


our own Land, and the Jowelt of the Pcople 
took vp Arms, to dethrone our moſt 3 
e to overturn our Conſtitution; _ 
o make us feel the Yoke of Tyranny, and 
Hh Rod of Oppreſlion, under a Noujſling 
of France and Romeñ even then He brought the 
Chunk — —— —— 5 
Devices of the People of none effect: and He 
bes we have the greateſt Reaſon to believe), is 
till favouring Us, and promoting our Happi- 
neſs. But above all while we fing bis. Praiſes, 
ler us not forget his Works, (s) but keep 
* in a conſtant Remembrance: and let a 
Senſe of his Goodneſs influence Us to Refor- . 
mation and ſtated Piety and Virtue. For this - 
is the be ſt and moſt acceptable Return that we 


N can make > (gp all his Mercies. 


4 Since we àre too ſhort-ſighted, and have 
too ¶ntracted a View of things, to judge, im- 
mediately what will contribute to our real 
PROS. cri. 12713. ey | 58 | 
5 e 1 _ 


© 


5 nien or our real Miſery; ; 3 us not t take | 
our Sentiments of Divine Favgur from any 
particular Event; but let us conſider the whole 
Plan of God's Borernment over Us, in order 
to find out our Situation. © Are we to con- ; 
clude that Gd is our Enemy, becapſe our 

Armies haye been defeated? Or, are we to 
| conclude that we are his principal Favourites; 
becauſe our Fleets have been victorious; and 
our Maritime Schemes ſucceſsful? ” Wire we 
thus to judge, from particular Events, it is 

. eaſy to ſee into what Confuſion of Sentiments 
we ſhould be led. Let Us, theretore, take 
the whole Plan of his Conduct under our 
Conſideration: there we ſhall find a general 
. Series of Bleſſings; a ſure Token that his fa- 
vourable Views are turned towards us. we ſhall, 
| alſo find a mixture of Afflictions and Diſtreſs; 
and that, while we have many Smiles, we 
have alſo ſome Frowns, and thoſe too of a 
threat ning Nature: a ſure Proof that we are 
far from Perfection. Theſe are the Chaſtiſe- 
ments of God to, lead us to Reformation and 
Amendment: and if they have the proper, 
Effect upon us, no doubt but theſe Providen- 
ces which now ſeem threat ning, Gill in due 
time be turned to a Bleſing But if we continue 
impenitent in our Sins; encreaſe our Tranl- 
greſſions, and bb in our Guilt, there 
is the greateſt Reaſon to believe. that the Ter- 
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ors of his Wrath may be revealed more and 
more; and when Correction becomes uſeleſs, 


appear to our Deſtruction. 


5. Lafily, Are thoſe People Happy, wo 
have the Lord for their God? then let us in- 
deęavour to be his happy People. There is nothing 

more deſirable than Hap : 
more dreadful than Miſery. Let us therefore 


ineſs; nor nothing 


ſtrive to ſecure to ourſelves the Favour of that 
Being, who can raiſe up, or pull down, who 
can make happy gr involve in Miſery. The 
way to the Poſſeſſion of his Favour is plain be- 


fore us. as will-repent and be obedient to his 
re is no good Thing which be will 
withhold from us; for he delights in the 
Happineſs of Nations, as well as of particu- 


lar Perſans ; and He will make thoſe Happy 
who ſeek to pleaſe Him. Obey my Voice and 
Iwill be hl. God, and Ye ſhall be my People: 


and walk Ye in all the Ways which I have 

| well with You. 
(t) Tho! we have ſinned and offended him, 
and tho! he may puniſh us in ſome Degree 


commanged You, that it may be 


for qur Offences; nay, tho' we have ſinned fo 


far as to be upon the point of Deſtruction, 
yet Repentance and Reformation would fave 
us from Ruine, and reſtore us to his Protedi- © 
on and Bleſſing: At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak = 
concerning a Nation and concerning a Kingdom, 
70 pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it: 


if that Nation, againſi whom TI have pronoun- 
cad, turn from their Epi], T will repent of 1 * 


t ii. 23. 


that 


bs 


_ that I thought to 45 unto Py 00 The Way 
to the Poffeſſion of his Favour is clear and 
obvious; and if we do not injoy it, the Fault 
muſt be our own. How fooliſh then are we, 
if we walk in the way of Ruin? How fool- | 
 iſh;.if we neglect the means of Favgur and 
Happineſs ? Let us be wiſe: let us turn from 
the Evil of our Ways and doings, and ſerve 
„the Lord with all our Hearts; that fo the | 
Gd of our Fathers may be our God, and his i 
F Bleflings be ſecured to us, and conveyed down | Þþ 
from us unto our Childrey. If we every one | 

reform and amend ourſelves, We contribute 

what lies in our power to the National Hap- , 
pineſs: And if we every Man would reform 
himſelf, this Nation would till continue to | 

I bea happy Nation. But tho others ſhoudd 

8 not amend, let us, at leaſt; perform our Du- 1 
For thus We ſhall waſh our Hands from 'Y 
the Guilt and Deſtructionof a wicked „„ 
and thus We ſhall ſecure to ourſelves a future | 
and glorious State of Happineſs, when our _ | 
National Relation ſhall be at an end, and — 
when Lime ſhall be no more. 

| The bad example of others ſhould have no 

Influence at all upon vs, in this Caſe; ſhould 

not engage ds to become like Them, and to 

walk in their Steps: On the contrary the 
Wickedneſs of others, ſhould rather ſtir Us 

vp to a greater Diligence i in reforming, and 
Excite within our Breaſts a ſtronger Averſion 1 


5 5 (u) Jer. xvii. 77.8. 1 y : a 1 
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Ce] 
to Unrighteonſneſs and Sin, and a more care- 
ful Endeavourto avoid Them in. our Lives: 
For tho' our utmoſt Goodneſs, and exacteſt 
Virtue, and ſteadieſt Adhearence to truth and 
Duty may not be ſufficient to avert the Pun- 
 Iſhment of a general Wickedneſs; nor to pre- 
vent the dreadful Conſequences of National 
Impiety and Immogrlity; yet theſe are the 
likelieſt Meaſures we can purſue, for ſecurin 
the Happineſs of that Society to which We 
belong, and pepetuating the Bleſſings which 
Sad has beſtowed upon Us; and therefore 
our ſocial Relation calls upon us to purſue 
Them: to forſake the Sin and Error of our 
Way and of our Hearts, and turn ourſelves 


tio God and the Obedience of his Teſtimonies. 


And this is alſo our Wiſdom; ſor tho no good 
Conſqences ſhould attend it, with repſect to 


the Nation, but our Country ſhould ſtill be 


haſtening to Deſtruction through the general 


: Wickedneſs of Them that dwell therein; yet 


the beſt * 7" will follow with. regard 
to ourſelves : ſhall enjoy Peace of Mind: 
with Calmneſs 11 Serenity we ſhall bear Af- 
fliction and every external Evil: with ſteady 
Compoſure we ſhall combat every rufling 
Storm of. Life : with Courage we ſhall meet 


the King of Terror; and when we riſe again 


it will de to the Poſſeſſ on of Joys whcih 


gre unſpeakable and full of Glory; to the 


everlaſting Favouy of God, and a pertual 
Communion with Saints and Angels, 


- and 


a 


K 1 $68 31 « ” | 
and the ever beſſed Feſus, in the heavenly 5 i 
Jeruſalem. While ſuch Happy Conſequen- 5 
ces attend Reformation; let every one be en- [; 
aged to correct his Errors and amend his 

Faults; that ſo he may acquit Himſelf of his 3 
— Duty to the Nation, and that He may be 

ſecure of everlaſting Peace and Reſt and Hap- | 

pineſs when He enters upon his eternal State. 


* * 
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